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campus, including funding a new student cen-
ter. Alumni have been rejuvenated and their 
positive excitement has led to more and great-
er financial commitments to the institution. His 
direction created a vibrant and engaging 
Homecoming event that has Belhaven alumni 
eagerly anticipating their annual visit to Jack-
son, Mississippi. 

Belhaven College and Mississippi will miss 
Don and Jeannie Ray, but the First Congrega-
tional Church of Otsego, Michigan will benefit 
from his years of experience as a pastor and 
administrator. Before serving in development 
in higher Christian education including service 
at Belhaven College, Millsaps College, and 
Wheaton College, Don served at various 
churches as a youth pastor and senior pastor. 

Don excelled in his previous career of finan-
cial planner. He began with Connecticut Gen-
eral Life Insurance in 1964 as an estate plan-
ner and business analyst. He moved up the 
corporate ranks through Northwestern Life In-
surance and A.G. Edwards & Sons. He was 
selected by ‘‘Money Magazine’’ as one of the 
‘‘200 Best Financial Planners in America’’ in 
1987 and again in 1990. In 1991 he left Finan-
cial Review Services, where he served as 
president of the full services financial planning 
firm, to begin serving higher Christian 
education. 

For about 25 years, Don Ray has been a 
Certified Financial Planner and he has a total 
of 40 years in the financial and estate plan-
ning industry. He is a past president and 
chairman of the board of the Mississippi Chap-
ter of the International Association of Financial 
Planning, has served as an adjunct faculty 
member of the College for Financial Planning, 
and has been a member of both the Registry 
for Practicing Financial Planners and the Insti-
tute for Certified Financial Planners. His train-
ing in finance has benefited the Kingdom 
through gifts to education, churches, and other 
organizations for many years. He has served 
on the boards of several Christian organiza-
tions including Pioneer Bible Translators, 
Wheaton Christian Academy High School, 
Windsor Park Manor Retirement Center, Mar-
ble Retreat for Clergy, the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes, and the Board of Stewards at 
Galloway United Methodist Church. Don and 
Jeannie both have served long hours in min-
istries at Galloway in Jackson and that con-
gregation will certainly miss their gifts and 
their spirit of servanthood. 

I know Belhaven College will be sad to see 
him go, though they, too, are excited about his 
new opportunity. I believe Belhaven President 
Dr. Roger Parrott described Don Ray’s service 
best: ‘‘Don was exactly what we needed for 
this season of Belhaven’s growth. He has 
helped us broaden our base of support among 
our friends and alumni, crafted together major 
gifts that have catapulted us forward, and cre-
ated a platform of professionalism among the 
team that will carry us forward. Please join us 
in praying for Don’s ministry.’’ 

The motto of Belhaven College is ‘‘to serve, 
not to be served.’’ That phrase is the execu-
tive summary of Don Ray’s life so far, and I 
believe will continue for many years to come. 
I hope Congress will join me and Belhaven 
College, a great Christian liberal arts college 
in my district, in saluting the service of Don 
Ray and wishing him the best in his return to 
the ministry. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Samuel Alvin 
‘‘Sammy’’ Brasher—known to many of us as 
the man with the harmonica. 

Sammy Brasher was an inspiration to us all. 
Born in 1959 with Down syndrome, Sammy 
was not expected to live a full life. When he 
was born doctors told his parents he would 
only have 3 years on Earth. He lived to be 44. 

Mr. Speaker, Sammy Brasher is a shining 
example to us all. Never one to give up easily, 
Sammy lived his life as a testament to what 
we all can be, and what we all can achieve. 
He never let his health slow him down, and 
kept us smiling with his ever-present musical 
companion, his harmonica. 

Sammy Brasher’s memory will always be 
with us, and so will his life. His smile, his har-
monica, and his honesty touched us all. At this 
difficult time we grieve for his family and re-
member them in our hearts, and in our pray-
ers. 
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the Prescription Drug Safety and Af-
fordability Act. For far too long, the pharma-
ceutical industry has jeopardized patient safety 
and inflated prescription drug prices by using 
tax-deductible dollars to underwrite their mar-
keting efforts. The Prescription Drug Safety 
and Affordability Act would root out this uneth-
ical and potentially fraudulent behavior by de-
nying tax deductions to pharmaceutical com-
panies for the gifts they lavish on physicians. 

Recently, Congress passed a new Medicare 
prescription drug benefit that falls far short of 
giving seniors the relief they need from the 
high prices of prescription drugs. In fact, the 
average senior will still pay $1660 out of pock-
et per year under the new drug benefit, and a 
total of $2080 out of pocket when premiums 
are included. Unfortunately, the new drug bill 
does nothing to lower prescription drug prices. 
In fact, it specifically prevents the government 
from using the bargaining power of 40 million 
beneficiaries to negotiate lower drug prices. At 
the same time, it continues to prohibit seniors 
from shopping for a better price on the global 
market, despite broad bipartisan support for 
allowing them to do so. 

Relief is all the more urgent because pre-
scription drug prices are rising for seniors, 
who now pay an average of $2,322 for their 
drugs. Between 1998 and 2003, of the 50 
drugs most commonly prescribed to seniors, 
nearly three-quarters of them increased in 
price by at least one and one-half times the 
rate of inflation, and more than half increased 
by at least three times the rate of inflation. We 
must do all that we can to lower the price of 

prescription drugs and to spend our healthcare 
dollars wisely. 

Yet, drug companies are spending billions of 
dollars on promotions to entice doctors to pre-
scribe their products, and these dollars are tax 
deductible. An April 2002 survey by the Kaiser 
Family Foundation found that pharmaceutical 
companies spent $13 billion in 2001 on incen-
tives for doctors, or more than $15,000 per 
doctor. Sixty-one percent of physicians sur-
veyed said they had received gifts from the in-
dustry. Drug companies often give out free 
meals, tickets to the theater, concerts, or 
sporting events, gifts such as watches and 
jewelry, and pay for physicians’ travel to sym-
posiums or conferences. 

These gifts are often attempts by the phar-
maceutical industry to induce doctors to pre-
scribe their products even when it is not in the 
patient’s best interest. For example, recently 
disclosed court documents have revealed that 
Warner-Lambert encouraged hundreds of doc-
tors to prescribe Neurontin for unapproved 
uses by inviting them to dinners, weekend 
trips to resorts, and free tickets to the 1996 
Summer Olympics in Atlanta. Just a few 
months ago, the U.S. Attorney’s office filed 
court papers accusing the company of imple-
menting a ‘‘marketing scheme that is rife with 
false statements and fraudulent conduct.’’ The 
U.S. Attorney concluded that the public inter-
est can only be served when drug promotion 
is ‘‘free of the insidious effects of kickbacks 
and related financial conflicts of interest,’’ 
which artificially inflate sales and prices. 
These gift-giving campaigns contribute to pref-
erence and rapid prescribing of new drugs, 
and decreased prescribing of generics. In 
other words, tax-deductible dollars contribute 
to the rising prices of prescription drugs. 

These campaigns and inflated prices are 
particularly outrageous, given the level of profit 
the drug companies make at the expense of 
patients. The pharmaceutical industry is con-
sistently the most profitable industry in Amer-
ica, with profit margins in 2001 more than five 
times the median for fortune 500 companies. 
Spending on prescription drugs has increased 
by 20% each year between 1997 and 2001. 
Between January 1997 and January 2002, the 
average price of the most commonly used pre-
scription drugs for seniors rose by 27.6%, 
more than twice the rate of inflation. 

The Pharmaceutical Research and Manu-
facturers of America (PhRMA) pretended to 
discourage these improper marketing ploys by 
issuing conflict-of interest guidelines in April 
2002. After announcing the guidelines with 
fanfare, they then paid the American Medical 
Association to ‘‘educate’’ their members on 
these guidelines-that is, they gave doctors fi-
nancial incentives to promote ethical guide-
lines that called for an end to financial incen-
tives! It is obvious that PhRMA is not serious 
about ending the practice of giving financial in-
centives to doctors. This bill would create an 
incentive for drug companies to adhere to their 
own code of conduct. 

Not only are these incentives unethical, but 
they could even be illegal. The HHS Inspector 
General issued final guidance to pharma-
ceutical manufacturers saying that many of 
these gifts to doctors could be considered ille-
gal kickbacks. By allowing tax deductions for 
these gifts, current tax law actually encour-
ages this potentially illegal practice. This bill 
seeks to redress this perverse incentive. 
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The Prescription Drug Safety and Afford-

ability Act would help ensure that pharma-
ceutical companies’ behavior matched their 
rhetoric. This bill eliminates the tax-deduction 
that pharmaceutical companies currently re-
ceive for the gifts they give to physicians. 
Clever marketing ploys that influence physi-
cian prescribing habits do little to actually save 
lives, but do much to increase drug prices and 
corporate profits. By removing incentives for 
pharmaceutical companies to lavish gifts of 
dubious public value on physicians, I hope 
that pharmaceutical companies will either redi-
rect those funds toward research and develop-
ment of lifesaving drugs or reduce the prices 
of prescription drugs for seniors and all Ameri-
cans. These price reductions will provide 
much needed relief to America’s seniors, who 
face an ever-increasing burden when paying 
for their prescriptions, and will stretch scarce 
Medicare drug benefit dollars further. 

I hope that my colleagues will join with me 
in support of the Prescription Drug Safety and 
Affordability Act. Prohibiting industry gifts to 
physicians is a nonpartisan issue that should 
receive bipartisan support. In fact, the Repub-
lican appointed Health and Human Services 
Inspector General issued guidance restricting 
the practice, and, next door in Maryland, a Re-
publican state representative has introduced a 
bill to prohibit these gifts. It is time to stop 
using taxpayer dollars to fund the industry’s 
marketing campaign to doctors, which puts 
profits above patients. 
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, it is with tre-
mendous respect and deepest sympathy that 
I rise today to honor Mrs. Helen Horral who 
died January 3, 2004, at the age of 87. Helen 
Horral was a loyal Democrat and a vocal ac-
tivist who will be deeply missed by everyone 
who knew her. For the last seventeen years, 
Mrs. Horral dedicated her life to helping work-
ing people, the elderly and the struggling 
underclass through her tireless advocacy for 
affordable housing, and senior citizen rights. 

From 1985 to 1995, Helen helped set low 
income housing policies by serving on the Du-
luth Housing Redevelopment Authority (HRA). 
She also served as president of the Authority 
for one year and helped create solutions for 
Duluth’s low-income housing needs. In addi-
tion, Helen was a member of the Single Room 
Occupancy Commission (SRO) examining 
issues of homelessness and the use of shel-
ters and food banks. As part of the SRO Com-
mission, she worked to improve living stand-
ards and make housing more affordable. 
While serving on the SRO commission, Helen 
was a staunch advocate for residents, ensur-
ing that tenants were treated with respect. She 
came to be known as the ‘‘resident caretaker’’ 
of the SRO Commission. 

Her deep compassion and bold sincerity 
made her one of the most respected women 
in the Democratic Farmer Labor party history. 
Accordingly, Mrs. Horral was one of the first 
inductees to the DFL party’s Women’s Hall of 
Fame, in 2000. Yet she did not set out to be 

noticed; for most of her life, her tireless work 
was done without acknowledgement. Helen 
was the driving force behind Duluth’s political 
scene, spending countless hours in campaign 
offices, hosting political dinners, and recruiting 
other volunteers to engage in the political 
process. In the end, Helen did all of this not 
because she was asked, but because she felt 
a passion to provide service to those less for-
tunate in our society. 

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to openly 
recognize Mrs. Helen Horral’s dedication and 
exceptional service to Minnesota politics and 
the DFL Party. She has had a tremendous im-
pact on my community and on many commu-
nities throughout 

Minnesota. As a result of Helen’s dedicated 
work, there has been real improvement in Du-
luth’s low-income housing; there are now more 
low-income, high quality units in Duluth, and 
low-income senior citizens are living in the dig-
nity they deserve. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to Helen’s 
family; her son Duane Horral; sisters Betty 
Guinn and Maxine Hoppus; and her five 
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren. I 
extend my deepest condolences and sym-
pathy to those whose lives 

Helen touched, which have undoubtedly 
grown dimmer since her passing. Her con-
tributions will be forever remembered, her 
presence forever missed, and her memory for-
ever in our hearts. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE ST. FRANCIS 
HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY FOOT-
BALL TEAM 2003–04 MICHIGAN DI-
VISION 7 STATE CHAMPIONS 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2004 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the St. Francis High School Varsity 
Football Team, who recently won the 2003–04 
Michigan Division 7 state title. In their heart- 
stopping championship game played at the 
Pontiac Silverdome, located in Detroit, Michi-
gan, the St. Francis Gladiators defeated Hud-
son 28–14. 

Led by Head Coach Josh Sellers and as-
sistant coaches Jim Carroll, Pat Cleland, Joe 
Forlenza, Steve Curtis, Greg Sherwin, Craig 
Bauer, Scott Doriot, and Mark DeSantis, the 
2003–04 Gladiators include seniors Garrett 
Petterson (Captain, 2), Travis Sivek (Captain, 
3), Tyler Schell (5), Sean Currie (6), Kevin 
Curtis (Captain, 10), Nathan Dunham (20), 
Brett Milliman (30), Ryan Asam (32), Jacob 
Preston (Captain, 51), Ken Underwood (61), 
John Bailey (62), Devin Tremp (65), Caleb 
Richardson (71), and Mike Freundl (86). 

The dedication that these players put forth 
throughout the entire season is one of which 
the entire district can be proud. Their victory 
not only brought the team together in great 
spirit, but their family, friends and community 
as well. 

Once again, on behalf of the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Michigan, I would like to 
congratulate the coaches and members of the 
St. Francis High School Varsity Football Team 
on their achievement. I wish them the best in 
their future season. 

A TRIBUTE TO MS. BEULAH 
‘‘BEAH’’ RICHARDS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 26, 2004 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize an African Amer-
ican pioneer, actress Ms. Beulah ‘‘Beah’’ Rich-
ards. 

For the daughter of a Mississippi-born Bap-
tist minister, a good education might have led 
to a secure job and a middle-class existence. 
For Beah Richards of Vicksburg, Mississippi, it 
meant freedom and rejection of life in a town 
in which she claimed to have suffered racism 
‘‘every day of my life’’. 

In 1948, Richards graduated from Dillard 
University, New Orleans, and decided to pur-
sue an acting career. Although she had her 
first paid acting job at age 36, Richards won 
three Emmy awards and was nominated for a 
Tony award and an Academy Award for her 
1967 role in Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner. 

Her career began at a time when roles for 
black actors were becoming marginally less 
stereotypical compared with the pre-war years, 
when comic characters or minor parts as 
spear carriers or domestic servants were the 
norm. Since she was solely an actress, not an 
entertainer, Richards never achieved star sta-
tus, and specialized in feisty character roles, 
usually older than her years, notably indomi-
table matriarchs. 

A move to New York in the early 1950s, to 
play the role of the grandmother in Take a 
Giant Step, boosted her career. Take a Giant 
Step was a thoughtful drama about race that 
proliferated in the 1950’s. Richards shined in 
the Pulitzer Prize winning play, A Raisin in the 
Sun, where she understudied the lead on 
Broadway and played in later productions. 

In the social thriller In the Heat of the Night 
(1967), she shared the screen with Sidney 
Poitier, Hollywood’s leading black actor; later 
that year she did so again in Stanley Kramer’s 
Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, this time 
playing Poitier’s mother, despite being two 
years his junior. Poitier was to be the first of 
many screen sons. She later mothered James 
Earl Jones in The Great White Hope (1970), 
Danny Glover in And the Children Shall Weep 
(1984) and Eriq La Salle as the irascible Dr. 
Benton in ER. 

Aside from her acting career, Richards’ life 
was an apex of activism and artistry. Her little 
known friendships with historical giants Paul 
Robeson, W.E.B DuBois and African-American 
communist leaders William and Louise Patter-
son helped cultivate her passion for using 
words to create wisdom. 

Reading her fiery poem A Black Woman 
Speaks of White Womanhood, White Suprem-
acy and Peace garnered the attention of the 
FBI under the J. Edgar Hoover administration. 
The agency’s surveillance of her from 1951 to 
1972 yielded a 100-page file. 

She also had a brief stint as a journalist for 
New-York based Freedom Ways magazine 
covering the civil rights movement in Alabama 
in the 1960s. 

Richards, who started smoking at age 17, 
had emphysema and returned to Vicksburg in 
2000 to live with family. Richards died Sept. 
14, 2000, 10 days after receiving an Emmy 
award for a guest role on The Practice. It was 
her last role. 
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